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Sibo and her parents got into the car one night. 
They all fastened their seat belts – good and tight. 
Dad checked carefully it was fine to drive out 
as he wanted his family home safely no doubt.
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But just as they were leaving the car park 
several children appeared out of the dark 

and dashed over the road in a scurrying pack. 
You could hardly see them all dressed in black.
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Dad stamped on the brakes to avoid an accident 
rolled down his window to see where they went. 
He yelled at them “You must be seen clearly at night. 
Always make sure you wear something bright.

And never ever run across the road 
it breaks every single traffic code.” 
But the children giggled and went on their way. 
Dad scratched his head and groaned in dismay.
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He took a deep breath to calm himself down. 
“It’s very important,” he said with a frown. 

“Many people get killed on our roads every day 
they simply don’t know how to behave the right way.

Road safety is essential – there are some basic rules. 
How I wish these could be taught in all schools. 

Imagine being dead when you could still be alive 
because you don’t understand the rules to survive.”

Many people 
get killed on our 
roads every day



We would like to 
do a Road Safety 

Campaign

Sibo listened and sat up straight – her Dad was right. 
People would be seen if they wore ‘bright at night’. 
The thought of children being hurt wasn’t cool. 
she had many ideas for her teacher at school.
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Next day she told her – and made it sound bad. 
Miss Ball listened quietly taking notes on her pad. 

“Well Sibo,” she said “I’ll see if I can obtain 
permission to start a school “Road Safety Campaign!”

The headmistress agreed it was a super idea. 
The rules of the road are not something to fear. 

Children could be empowered if they knew what to do. 
She’d start off in the hall – with a good talking-to.



A FEW DAYS 
LATER…
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A few days later the intercom bleeped a call 
summoning the children to go into the hall. 
Wayne was grumbling, “What’s this all about? 
“Oh stop whining,” muttered Sibo following him out.

Sibo thought back to first seeing Earthman in the hall 
sitting there on the stage “like a big round ball”. 
She wondered if headmistress would get someone just as neat 
to talk to all the children about road safety on the street.
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He looked tall and rather skinny, a very serious fellow 
wearing stripy trousers with a coat of dazzling yellow. 

To silence any chatter the Head clapped her hands  
but when the man stood up he seemed to expand.

He looked a lot bigger, his voice was very loud. 
So loud, in fact, he could be heard way above the crowd. 

“Hallo” he said – he didn’t have to shout 
“You are probably wondering what this is all about.

I’m here to talk to you about road safety and stuff. 
It really is important – you can’t learn it fast enough. 

It might even help to save your life one day 
if you always do things the safe and proper way.

ALL STUDENTS 
TO THE HALL



Firstly – if you walk around when it’s dark at night 
make quite sure you are wearing something bright. 
It’s important you are seen and never hurt. 
Don’t walk in the road but at the side or in the dirt.

And here is another very important clue. 
Walk facing oncoming traffic – you can see them and they’ll see you. 
When crossing the road – stop and listen – look both ways to see 
that there are no cars coming – then cross carefully.
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Don’t run across the road – you might trip and fall. 
That would be very dangerous and not so good at all. 

Walk across the road at a brisk but steady pace 
using the ears and eyes you have upon your face!

When you get into a car what’s the first thing you should do? 
Buckle up your seat belt – yes – that’s very true. 

Even if you’re not going too far 
and don’t sit on anyone’s lap while travelling in the car.”
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Wayne looked at Sibo and quickly rolled his eyes. 
His Dad would be in for a very big surprise. 
He often went out shopping without using his safety belt. 
Now Wayne would be able to say exactly what he felt.

Though children are still little they can tell adults what to do 
if they understand that the rules of the road are true. 
Sibo knew what Wayne was thinking – and that he was right. 
You must wear your seat belt even if your destination is in sight.

ALWAYS 
WEAR YOUR
SEAT BELT

ALWAYS 
WEAR YOUR
SEAT BELT



After hall the children went to play out on the grass. 
They had a short break before going back to class. 
They gathered around to chat about what they’d all just heard 
agreeing it was interesting – every single word.

Sibo listened to a group of kids who came from out of town. 
They were talking about a taxi that had broken down. 
“But we are only children – and don’t always have a say 
on how we have to travel every single day.
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Sometimes the taxi I ride in is not safe at all. 
The driver is quite scary driving like a cannonball.” 

“I know what you mean,” said Maxx “but now I choose with care. 
If taxi or driver seems dodgy – he doesn’t get my fare.
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I like Bra Joe – his driving’s not fast or scary 
plus he takes the same route – it doesn’t need to vary. 
He collects and drops us safely with no other cars in sight 
but he will get mad and yell at us if we make a noise or fight.

It’s dangerous to distract the driver of a taxi or a bus 
and if we get too noisy he simply shouts at us. 
But he cares about our safety and looks after his vehicle too. 
Always find a good taxi driver – that’s what you’ve got to do.”
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Sibo was quite horrified – she’d never thought about such stuff. 
The fact her Dad drove a gas-guzzling Jeep had worried her enough 

but after listening carefully she thought she’d been quite rash. 
These kids worried about different things – like were they going to crash?
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The bell rang and they ran into class – still chattering away. 
It seemed as though they all had many things to say. 
Miss Ball looked at Sibo – she smiled and winked her eye. 
This campaign had all begun with the skinny road safety guy.

Sibo, Wayne and Adam walked home after school 
making sure they followed every single rule. 
They crossed over the road at the special crossing place 
the one that looked exactly like a stripy zebra face.

19

They walked on the pavement, not on the road at all. 
They didn’t run and so there was no way that they could fall. 

They walked on the side that faced the oncoming cars 
Sibo said to the boys, “We’re a bunch of superstars!”

They passed another group of children walking the same way. 
They had also listened to the road safety rules that day. 

The older kids were keeping an eye on the little one 
making sure he didn’t play on the road or run.
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“Hmm…” said Wayne, “next year we’ll have to do the same. 
My little brother Aaron is convinced that life is just a game. 
We’ll have to make sure that he stays safe and sound. 
Check he crosses at the right place – follow him around.”

Sibo made a face – “Your brother likes to act the fool! 
Lenny’s little sister is also starting school 
but do not worry – we can all do our part 
we’ll teach them what is right – from the very start.”
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Later that evening Sibo told her Mum and Dad 
all the things she’d heard about taxis that were bad. 

“It’s true,” said Mum, “some drive like hooligans on the road 
and I really hate to see how much they overload.

They duck and dive amongst the traffic jumping lane to lane 
the very thought of them drives me quite insane.” 

But Dad said, “Whoa – I think that it’s a shame 
some taxis are good but they’ve still got a bad name.”

Your brother 
likes to act 
the fool!



You shouldn’t drive and use your cell phone to message or to talk. 
If you want to do that – far better that you walk.” 

Sibo smiled and wagged her finger at her Mum, 
“I don’t want to see you chatting to your chum.

Speeding is another nasty thing that kills 
no matter how great the individual’s skills. 

Plus if you break the speed limit you can get a big fine. 
Limits are there for a reason – it’s best to toe the line.”

“You are right,” said Sibo, “Maxx said that too. 
He says Bra Joe is great and that it is true. 
He looks after his taxi and cares about kids as well 
and if they misbehave he happily gives them hell.”

Sibo grinned, “Wayne’s dad is in for quite a fright. 
He never buckles up even though he knows it’s not right. 
Next time he tries it – Wayne will have lots to say 
from now on he’s making sure he drives the right way.
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“And,” said Dad, “drinking alcohol and getting in to drive 
is not a very good idea if you want to arrive alive? 
If you’re ever in such a situation – Sibo you must phone me 
I’ll always come and fetch you – this I guarantee.

Children don’t always have a choice unfortunately 
but speak up if you think a person is driving recklessly. 
Even if they get grumpy and get all mad 
it may help stop them from doing something bad.”

24



26

One day Sibo got home from school a little late. 
She saw a car she recognised at the garden gate. 
She skipped and smiled and said with glee, 
“Granny and Grandpa are visiting me!”

Mum opened the door – “You’re late” she sniffed. 
Sibo said “I’m sorry – please don’t be miffed.” 
Then she quickly kneeled down on the rug 
and gave her dog Zona a great big smooshy hug.
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“Say “Hi” to your Grandparents – they are sitting there outside 
and take that scruffy mutt with you,” her mother sighed. 

Sibo dumped her school bag but before Mum could say anymore 
she and Zona had disappeared out through the kitchen door.

Granny was sitting sipping cool drink in the shade. 
Grandpa was digging in the veggie garden with a spade. 

Sibo gave them a kiss and said “I did not realise 
that you were visiting today – what a beautiful surprise!”
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Grandpa took her hand and said, “Quickly, come and see.” 
He opened the garage door very carefully. 
In the corner stood a bicycle – shiny, new and bright. 
Sibo gasped and clapped her hands with sheer delight.

“It’s for doing so well at school” said Granny with a smile. 
“We know you’ve always wanted a bike for quite a while. 
Your Mum said you’ve been learning about road safety stuff. 
Your Dad must now make sure that you’ve learned enough.”
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Sibo hugged the two old people she adored  
and said, “Thank you very much, it’s a marvellous reward. 

It’s the very best present that I’ve ever had 
now I’ll be able to go bike riding with my Dad.”

Sibo yelped  “Oooh Mum – can I please ride to school 
if I promise to obey every single rule? 

I could ride with Lizzie – she has a bicycle too. 
Just think Dad could avoid the nasty school queue.



WOO-HO0!
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Sibo adjusted the saddle – this wasn’t very hard. 
Then she jumped on her bike and rode around the yard. 
She whooped, hollered and made noises that were loud. 

Her Grandparents stood and watched – looking very proud.

The bicycle had a pump that was neatly fitted to the frame. 
“Hope I never get a flat tyre – that would be a shame.” 

Sibo patted the handlebars, “Just the right height too 
and what a gorgeous colour – a stunning shade of blue.”

Mum answered with a frown – “It’s not as simple as that. 
Before you ride on the road we will have to buy a hat.” 
Sibo giggled,” It’s called a safety helmet Mum 
and don’t worry – there’s no need to look so glum.

As part of the road safety campaign – if we ride to school 
we must take an important test – to check we know the rules. 
You don’t have to be in the least bit afraid 
I’ve a lot more to learn before I make the grade.” 
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With Sibo’s helmet buckled on, Dad started lessons right away. 
They had lots of things to learn before the end of day. 

First they had to do a six point bicycle safety check 
which Lizzie thought to herself was a big pain in the neck.

Were the tyres in good shape and what about the lights? 
And were the seat and handlebars set to the correct heights? 

Did the wheels spin freely and remember to check the brakes? 
Sibo sat on her bike and claimed “That’s a piece of cake!”

When her Dad got home he found Sibo all a-bopping! 
“Hey Dad,” she said “tomorrow can we please go shopping? 
I need a cycling helmet to match my brand new bike. 
I hope there’s a good choice and I find one that I like.”

“That’s a good idea,” said Dad “then for the rest of the day 
I’ll spend time showing you and Lizzie the correct cycling way. 
But now my child, I think you have some work to do. 
Write a letter to your Grandparents – a great big thank-you!”



“To be safe in traffic you must be in complete control,” said Dad 
“If your bike has something wrong with it – that would be so bad.” 
He taught them the correct hand signals – how to stop and turn. 
Cycle on the left side with the traffic was an important point to learn.

“Obey traffic signals, lights and road markings like thick white lines. 
Stay alert, look and listen, motorists don’t always see you every time. 
To make sure that they do see you – look them in the eye. 
Be careful you’re not in their blind spot if you’re passing by.
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Wheel your bike over the zebra crossing – do not ride. 
When you get to a traffic light, get off and stand by the side. 
Always treat motorists with respect and courtesy, said Dad 

pedestrians have right of way – don’t make them mad. 

The distance the girls had to ride wasn’t very far 
plus the roads were nice and quiet without too many cars. 

Now that they both knew how to get safely to school 
they could cycle tomorrow – it would be super-cool.
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 When walking or driving your bicycle on the road it is always very important 
to pay attention. Cars are very hard things and our bodies are very soft – we 
really do not want to get knocked over.

 When crossing the road – look right, look left and look right again.  
Do not cross until the road is clear.

 No running – don’t ever run in the road or across the road.

 Walk on the pavement (sidewalk) only. Do not walk in the road. If there is no sidewalk, 
then make sure you walk well off the road.

 Always walk facing the oncoming traffic.

 Cross at zebra crossings or designated places where pedestrians are allowed to cross.

 Don’t dawdle when crossing the road, walk swiftly – but remember – no running.

 Make eye contact with the driver of the car that is waiting at the zebra crossing. 
That way you know for sure that they have seen you.

 When you see a red light – this means that you may NOT walk.  
You can only walk when the light is green.

 When you get out of a car – always get out on the side that is closest to the pavement. 
You can be hit by a moving car if you get out on the road side.

 It’s best not to walk around at night time, but if you have to – make sure that 
you wear bright coloured clothing – so the cars can easily see you.

 Do not walk anywhere near or on the road wearing earphones - you won’t hear if a 
car is coming or even if it is hooting at you.

 Never walk and text using your cell phone – pay attention to what is 
going on around you.

 Always wear your seat belt when you get into the car – even if it is just for 
a short trip.

 Don’t shout and play the fool when driving in a car 
– you might distract the driver and cause them 
to have an accident.

 Be very careful when playing in the 
driveway of your house.

SOME RULES OF THE ROADSOME RULES OF THE ROAD

36
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Sibo and her parents are leaving the 
shopping mall one night, when they nearly 
have an accident – and it wasn’t even their 

fault! This gets Sibo thinking about road 
safety, so she asks her teacher to organise 
a talk at the school to highlight the do’s and 
don’ts. Then, one day after school, Sibo gets 
a surprise visit and receives an amazing gift 

– something she’s always wanted.

Let’s change our mind-set and start
caring for the Earth and each other…

just like Sibo and her friends.
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